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In Asuncion on Dec. 10, police broke up a march commemorating the 40th anniversary of the
United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights with electric prods, rubber batons, fists
and kicks. The police also prohibited entry to the national cathedral, where a pre-march Mass was
celebrated at midday, and dispersed a crowd of about 300 at the local UN office. The march was to
have covered the seven blocks between the two buildings. When about 700 people gathered again
at the UN office, where many people were simply shopping, security forces waded into the crowd
and beat men, women, children and elderly people indiscriminately. The incident was transformed
into a demonstration against President Gen. Alfredo Stroessner. The government banned the
march last week. People chanted, "The military dictatorship is going to fall," people chanted, along
with: "The people, united, can never be defeated." Several dozen people were injured, including
Rafaela Guanes de Laino, wife of arrested opposition leader Domingo Laino; and Ilde Silvero,
director of the Roman Catholic weekly publication "Sendero." Several demonstrators were arrested.
Demonstators organized what they called "lightning" demonstrations at several street corners
grouping, chanting and then dispersing on their own before police arrived. "We should keep
fighting for the effectiveness and respect of human rights in Paraguay, within the framework of nonviolence," said Carlos Romero Pereira, who leads a group of dissidents within the ruling Colorado
Party. He delivered his statement in front of the ABC-Color newspaper that was shut down by the
government in 1984. Euclides Acevedo, president of the Revolutionary Febrerista opposition party,
said the repression reflected Paraguay's "prehistoric state of authoritarianism" under Stroessner's
34-year rule. On Dec. 7, the government prohibited the march on the grounds it would disturb
public order. "We have persuasive means to stop the march and I can assure you it will not take
place," Interior Minister Sabino Montanaro. (Basic data from AP, 12/10/88)
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